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A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  F O U N D E R

EVERY UNIVERSITY, AT ONE TABLE
Dear colleague,

There are more than 35,000 universities in the world. Each of them

carries the hopes of a city, a region or a nation, and each of them faces

the same great questions about what a university must become. Yet the

conversations that shape the future of the university are held by a

small circle, and more than 80 percent of the world’s universities have

no seat at the table where those conversations take place.

The World Summit on Universities exists to change that. Its promise

has not changed since I first proposed it: not only the elites, but all.

Large and small, public and private, famous and unknown, every

university of every region has the same place at the Summit and the

same voice in what it decides.

In November 2027 that promise takes its full form. For one week at the

NEST Convention Center in Belek, Antalya, Türkiye, the leaders of the

world’s universities meet under one theme, Re-Imagine University.

They come as Founding Delegates of the Summit: the founding

assembly that hears the work of the year, examines it, and adopts it in

its own name.

A full week is a deliberate choice. It gives every delegation the time to

arrive, to settle after a long journey, to meet colleagues from other

continents, and to speak before the texts are adopted. The Summit is a

place for work and for partnership, never a place to listen in silence.

I invite you to take your seat among the Founding Delegates of

WSU27. Bring your university, your experience and your questions. I

look forward to welcoming you in Antalya.

Prof. Bassem Khafagy
Founder and Chairman, World Summit on Universities
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E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y

WSU27 AT A GLANCE
The World Summit on Universities 2027, WSU27,
meets from Sunday 7 to Friday 12 November 2027 at
the NEST Convention Center in Belek,
Antalya, Türkiye, under the theme Re-Imagine
University.

The World Summit on Universities is the meeting place of the

world’s universities and of everyone who shapes their future. It is

an independent body, registered as World Summit on Universities,

WSU LLC, with the World Universities Foundation as its strategic

partner.

WSU27 gathers 1,000+ university leaders from every region as the

Founding Delegates of the Summit. Over one week they hear the

results of the year, examine them in plenaries, sessions and

roundtables, and adopt them together: the International Day of

Universities on the opening day, 7 November, and the Antalya

University Declaration on Thursday 11 November.

The program runs day by day, from arrival and opening on Sunday

to the closing on Friday. Speakers, sessions and partners are

published on W-S-U.org as they are confirmed.

1,000+
Founding Delegates
expected in Antalya

35,000+
universities the Summit
speaks for

200+
countries, every region
of the world

Take your seat at WSU27
Request your place among the Founding Delegates,
7 to 12 November 2027.

W-S-U.org/WSU27-Join or WSU27@W-S-U.org
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BEFORE YOU READ
This document presents WSU27, the World Summit on Universities

2027, in Antalya, Türkiye: its idea, its theme, its Founding Delegates,
what it adopts and how its week unfolds. It follows the WSU Brand
Book, Document 01. Speakers, sessions, partners and rates are
published on W-S-U.org as they are confirmed, and nothing in these

pages names a person or a partner before that.
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1
THE  IDEA

Not only the elites,
but all.
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world

80%+
without a seat at the
global table

W H Y  T H E  S U M M I T  E X I S T S

EVERY UNIVERSITY, ONE SUMMIT
The world has more than 35,000 universities. Until now,
they have had no single place where all of them meet as
equals.

The great conversations about the future of the university are held in

small circles: a few hundred famous names, a handful of rankings,

meetings that most rectors and presidents never attend. More than 80

percent of the world’s universities have no seat at the global table,

though together they teach most of the world’s students and serve most

of its cities.

The World Summit on Universities was created to be that table. Its

principle fits in a few words: not only the elites, but all. A young

university in a growing city and an ancient university with a famous name

take their seats side by side, with the same voice in what the Summit

decides.

The Summit is a real platform for work, not a talk shop. Its delegates

come to find practical, collective answers to the questions they share,

and to leave with partners, with commitments and with texts they have

shaped themselves.

University leaders of every region meet between sessions
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2
WHY NOW

Take your seat
W-S-U.org/
WSU27-Join

AI
reshaping how
knowledge is made
and taught

2027
one year of founding
work

1
place to adopt it
together

T H E  T U R N I N G  P O I N T

WHY NOW
The university is entering its most decisive decade, and
the forces that reshape it reach every campus at once.

Artificial intelligence is transforming how knowledge is produced,

taught, verified and trusted. The aspiration to higher education is rising

in every region. Governments, markets and technology platforms

increasingly define the future of learning, often with more coordination

than the institutions entrusted with it.

No institution bears a comparable responsibility for knowledge,

leadership and the future of societies. Yet the universities of the world

have never declared, together and in their own name, the principles that

bind them and the direction they choose.

A year of work, a week of decision
2027 gives them that moment. Through the year, Founding Boards

prepare the texts and the reports. In November, the Founding Delegates

of the Summit examine that work in Antalya, Türkiye, and adopt it

together, so that the future of the university is decided by the

universities of the world.

A conversation that crosses continents
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3
IN  SHORT
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T H E  S U M M I T  I N  S H O R T

WSU27 IN SHORT
One week, one theme and one founding assembly, at the
NEST Convention Center in Belek, Antalya, Türkiye.

NAME World Summit on Universities 2027, WSU27

DATES Sunday 7 to Friday 12 November 2027

PLACE NEST Convention Center, Belek, Antalya, Türkiye

THEME Re-Imagine University

DELEGATES 1,000+ Founding Delegates from every region

ADOPTS The International Day of Universities on 7 November;
the Antalya University Declaration on 11 November

CONVENED  BY The World Summit on Universities, WSU LLC

STRATEG IC
PARTNER

The World Universities Foundation

JO IN W-S-U.org/WSU27-Join

CONTACT WSU27@W-S-U.org

The NEST Convention Center in Belek at dusk
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4
THE  THEME

The future of the
university, and the
university of the
future.

Take your seat
W-S-U.org/
WSU27-Join

2
questions behind one
theme

2024
the theme of the
Summit since

T H E  T H E M E

RE-IMAGINE UNIVERSITY
Two questions stand behind the theme: the future of the
university, and the university of the future.

The first question asks what will become of the institution itself: its

purpose, its place in society, its relation to the state, to the economy and

to the communities it serves. The second asks what a university must be

to serve the decades ahead: how it teaches, researches, governs and

earns the trust of the public.

Re-Imagine University has been the theme of the World Summit on

Universities since 2024. In 2027 it is the thread of the whole year. The

Founders’ Council of the World Universities Foundation opens the work in

January, and WSU27 adopts it in November.

The purpose The practice The place

A working session: peers from different systems at one table

What a graduate
must carry into a
world not yet visible

Which knowledge
must be kept,
advanced and shared

Teaching, research
and service in the
age of intelligent
machines

Governance, finance
and trust

The university in its
city and its nation

Its role in the
questions that cross
borders
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5
THE  DELEGATES
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expected

Every
region and every
type of university

One
voice for each, the
same for all

T H E  F O U N D I N G  A S S E M B LY

THE FOUNDING DELEGATES
Every delegate of WSU27 takes part as a Founding
Delegate of the World Summit on Universities.

The Founding Delegates are the founding assembly of the Summit. They

hear the work of the year, examine it in plenary and in sessions, and

adopt its outcomes in their own name. What they adopt in

Antalya, Türkiye, carries the authority of the universities of every region,

not of a single country, network or ranking.

01 Hear. The Founding Boards present the results of their year of work,

and the plenaries open each question to every delegate.

02 Examine. Sessions by region and by domain, and roundtables among

peers, give every delegation the time to weigh the texts and to

speak.

03 Adopt. The delegates adopt the International Day of Universities on

7 November and the Antalya University Declaration on 11 November.

04 Carry home. Each delegate returns with the adopted texts, new

partners across regions, and a place among the founders of the

Summit.

A closed forum of leaders of higher education organizations
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6
THE  YEAR

STRATEGIC PARTNER

FC27 and SUF27 are
convened by the
World Universities
Foundation, the
strategic partner of
WSU.
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4
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in 2027

O N E  Y E A R ,  O N E  R O A D

ONE YEAR, ONE ROAD TO ANTALYA
WSU27 closes a year of gatherings in Antalya, Türkiye.
Each of them carries its work to the Summit in November.

2027  ·  ANTALYA ,  TÜRKIYE

FC27
26 to 29 Jan

Founders’ Council

CAN-27
14 to 17 Mar

Climate summit

SUF27
25 to 28 Apr

Smart University Forum

WSU27
7 to 12 Nov

The Summit adopts

The year opens with the Founders’ Council, FC27, from 26 to 29 January

2027. Its four tracks form the Founding Boards of four initiatives of the

World Universities Foundation, and each board adopts its road to

November. CAN-27, the twin summit on climate action, follows from 14 to

17 March, and the Smart University Forum, SUF27, from 25 to 28 April.

Both are held in collaboration with the World Summit on Universities.

Through the months between, the boards consult universities in every

region. In November they bring their results to WSU27, where the

Founding Delegates examine them and adopt them together.

A Founding Board at work through the year
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7
WHAT  I T  ADOPTS

STRATEGIC PARTNER

The four initiatives
are initiatives of the
World Universities
Foundation,
presented and
adopted at WSU27.
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4
initiatives presented

2
texts adopted by the
delegates

T H E  O U T C O M E S

WHAT WSU27 ADOPTS
Four initiatives of the World Universities Foundation come
to the Summit for presentation and adoption, in this order.

The International Day of Universities
IDU. One day each year, 7 November,
for every university. Adopted by the
Founding Delegates on the opening
day, 7 November 2027.

The Antalya University Declaration
AUD. A universal declaration of
principles and commitments for the
university. Adopted in
Antalya, Türkiye, on Thursday
11 November 2027.

The State of Universities Annual
Report
SUAR. The global reference on
where the university stands and
where it must go. Its founding
edition, SUAR27, is presented to the
delegates.

The Authors’ Corner
Where the ideas shaping higher
education meet the leaders shaping
universities. Its books and authors
join the Summit through the week.

Each initiative reaches the Summit through its Founding Board, formed

at FC27 in January. The board presents its year of work, and the

Founding Delegates examine it and decide. WSU27 is the place where

these initiatives become the shared work of the universities of the world.

An adoption on the stage of the Summit
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8
THE  DAY

Thank you,
professor. Three
words that every
university should
hear once a year.
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A D O P T E D  O N  T H E  O P E N I N G  D A Y

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
UNIVERSITIES
One day each year, on 7 November, when universities
everywhere celebrate what they give to humanity.

International days exist for many causes, professions and ideas. None is

given to the university. The International Day of Universities, IDU, sets

one fixed date in every country, so that a small college and a great

university celebrate at the same moment, as equals. Each university

chooses how it celebrates, from one public lecture to a whole open day.

WSU27 opens on that date. On Sunday 7 November 2027, the Founding

Delegates of the Summit adopt the day together, and the first

International Day of Universities is celebrated on campuses around the

world on 7 November 2028, then every year after that.

ANNOUNCE 7 November 2026: the worldwide call is renewed

ADOPT 7 November 2027: adopted at WSU27, on the date
itself

CELEBRATE 7 November 2028: the first celebration, every year
after

A campus on an ordinary day: the day belongs to every university
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9
THE  DECLARAT ION
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10
articles and a
preamble

Open
for signature to every
university

A D O P T E D  O N  T H U R S D A Y  1 1  N O V E M B E R

THE ANTALYA UNIVERSITY
DECLARATION
The future of the university, declared by the universities
of the world.

The Antalya University Declaration, AUD, is a universal declaration of

principles and commitments for the university, drafted through an open

global consultation. It is a declaration of principle, not a treaty: a

preamble and ten articles, brief enough to be read in minutes and cited

for generations. It answers to no government, market or ranking, and it

sets a shared direction, never a single model.

The questions before the delegates

Graduates Knowledge Boundaries

On Thursday 11 November 2027, the Founding Delegates adopt the

Declaration together. From that day it is open for signature to every

university in the world, and it remains open.

Every member of the university community has a voice in the consultation

What knowledge,
capacities and values
must a graduate
carry into a world not
yet visible?

Which forms of
knowledge must be
preserved, advanced
and shared
responsibly, and
how?

Which ethical
boundaries must
remain firm in an age
of powerful
technologies?
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10
SUAR  AND  THE
CORNER
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SUAR27
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Every
language, living
authors

E V I D E N C E  A N D  I D E A S

SUAR AND THE AUTHORS’ CORNER
The Summit decides with evidence in hand, and with the
best thinking on the university within reach.

The State of Universities Annual Report
SUAR is the global reference on where the university stands and where it

must go, read through five lenses: challenges, aspirations, ideas,

concepts and trajectories. It does not rank the university; it reads the

state of the whole, across the fourteen domains of university life. Its

founding edition, SUAR27, is presented to the Founding Delegates in

Antalya, Türkiye.

Young researchers of many regions at work

The Authors’ Corner
The Authors’ Corner connects the authors, publishers and university

presses whose work shapes higher education with the leaders who run

the world’s universities. At WSU27 its selected books sit on a curated

shelf, and its authors meet delegates in conversations, signings and

small roundtables.

An author and a university president in conversation
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11
THE  WEEK
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D A Y  B Y  D A Y

THE WEEK, DAY BY DAY
WSU27 runs from Sunday 7 to Friday 12 November 2027
at the NEST Convention Center, Belek, Antalya, Türkiye.

SUNDAY
7 November

Arrival, opening and the Day

MONDAY
8 November

Re-Imagine University

TUESDAY
9 November

Sessions and roundtables

WEDNESDAY
10 November

The Founding Boards report

NEST, where the week unfolds

The program shown here is the frame of the week. Speakers, session titles and times

are published on W-S-U.org as they are confirmed.

Delegations arrive and register

The opening of WSU27

The adoption of the International Day of Universities,
on the date itself

The Leaders Forum of the heads of higher education
organizations

Plenary on the theme of the Summit

Sessions by region

Plenary

Sessions by domain of university life

Roundtables among peers

The Founding Boards present their results

SUAR27 and the Authors’ Corner before the delegates

Sessions and roundtables continue
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11
THE  WEEK
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Thu
11 November

Fri
12 November

6
days for work and
partnership

D A Y  B Y  D A Y ,  C O N T I N U E D

THE DECLARATION AND THE
CLOSING
The week in Antalya, Türkiye, ends as it was built: with a
decision taken together, and time to carry it home.

THURSDAY
11 November

The Antalya University Declaration

FRIDAY
12 November

Closing and departures

Why a full week
A summit of this kind is made for meeting, not for listening. A full week

gives delegations time to adjust after long flights, time to meet

colleagues from other continents between the sessions, and time for

every delegation to voice its view before the Declaration is adopted.

An evening among the pines of Belek

Plenary of the Founding Delegates

The adoption of the Antalya University Declaration

The Declaration opened for signature

The closing of WSU27

Departures
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12
THE  FORMATS

Take your seat
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14
domains of university
life

Every
region in its own
sessions

Closed
the Leaders Forum

H O W  T H E  S U M M I T  W O R K S

HOW THE SUMMIT WORKS
Every format of the week serves one purpose: to bring
each delegate from listening to deciding.

Plenaries
The whole assembly in one hall: the
theme, the reports of the Founding
Boards and the adoptions.

Sessions by region
Leaders of each region of the world
weigh the texts against their own
systems and needs.

Sessions by domain
Peers across regions work through
one domain of university life at a
time.

Roundtables
Small tables of leaders who face the
same questions, for candid
exchange and lasting partnership.

The Leaders Forum
A closed forum of the heads of the
world’s higher education
organizations.

The Founding Boards
The boards formed at FC27 present
the results of their year to the
Founding Delegates.

Sessions by region and by domain: peers at work around one table
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13
WHO TAKES  PART

Take your seat
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1,000+
Founding Delegates

Every
type of university

Every
region of the world

T H E  D E L E G A T E S

WHO TAKES PART
University leaders of every type and every region, and
everyone who shapes the future of universities.

UNIVERSITIES AROUND THEM

Every region of the world, every type of university, large and small, public

and private. The Summit welcomes the young university as warmly as the

ancient one, and each delegation has the same voice in what the Summit

adopts.

A minister and university leaders on a plenary panel

Presidents, rectors and vice-
chancellors

Chancellors and chairs of boards

Deans, provosts and senior
academics

Students and young academics

Ministers, councils and public
bodies for higher education

Associations and networks of
universities

Authors, publishers and thinkers

Companies and innovators who
serve universities
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14
INDEPENDENCE

STRATEGIC PARTNER

The World
Universities
Foundation is the
strategic partner of
the World Summit on
Universities.
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LLC
an independent body

S T A N D I N G  A N D  P A R T N E R S H I P

INDEPENDENT, WITH A STRATEGIC
PARTNER
The World Summit on Universities is an independent
body, registered as World Summit on Universities,
WSU LLC.

WSU keeps its own name, mark, domain and mailbox, and it decides its

own program. Its strategic partner is the World Universities Foundation,

WUF, whose initiatives the Summit presents and whose gatherings of the

year carry their work to Antalya, Türkiye. The partnership joins the two in

purpose; it never merges them.

Partners of WSU27
Institutions, companies and organizations may stand behind the Summit,

its sessions, its access for delegations from every region, and its

moments of the week. Each role is agreed with WSU, and partners are

named only once they are confirmed. No partner shapes the texts, the

findings or the decisions of the Founding Delegates.

Partners are welcome at WSU27@W-S-U.org.

Partnership begins with a conversation
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THE  VENUE

Take your seat
W-S-U.org/
WSU27-Join

NEST
Convention Center

Belek
on the coast of
Antalya

Pines
and the sea, minutes
apart

T H E  P L A C E

THE NEST CONVENTION CENTER
WSU27 meets at the NEST Convention Center in Belek,
Antalya, Türkiye: a modern congress center set in a forest
of Mediterranean pines, minutes from the sea.

The NEST Convention Center among the pines of Belek

The Summit uses its plenary hall for the assembly, its smaller rooms for

the sessions and roundtables, and its open foyer, filled with daylight, is

where delegations meet between them. Belek lies on the coast east of

the city of Antalya, within easy reach of Antalya Airport.

The open foyer, filled with daylight The approach to NEST at night
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ANTALYA

Take your seat
W-S-U.org/
WSU27-Join

November
mild days on the
Mediterranean

Kaleiçi
the old town of
Antalya

Belek
pines, sea and quiet

T H E  C I T Y

ANTALYA IN NOVEMBER
Antalya, Türkiye, sits where Europe, Asia, Africa and the
Middle East meet: a neutral and accessible place where
leaders of every region meet as equals.

The bay of Antalya and the Taurus at dawn

In November the coast is mild and calm after its summer season, and the

light over the bay and the Taurus mountains is soft. Antalya Airport

connects the city with Europe, the Middle East, Central Asia and beyond.

Around Belek lie the ancient cities of the coast, the long beaches and the

old town of Antalya, Kaleiçi: a week here leaves room for the

conversations a summit is for.

The colonnades of the ancient
cities of the coast

The coast at Belek in the mild light
of November
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TAKE  PART

Take your seat
W-S-U.org/
WSU27-Join

1
form to request your
place

Every
request answered in
person

Y O U R  S E A T  A T  W S U 2 7

HOW TO TAKE PART
Seats among the Founding Delegates are requested
through one form and confirmed by the WSU27 team.

01 Request your place. Open W-S-U.org/WSU27-Join, or scan the code

on this page, and tell us who you are and which university or

organization you represent.

02 Receive a personal reply. The WSU27 team answers every request

and confirms the next steps with you.

03 Register. Registration and rates are published on W-S-U.org when

registration opens.

04 Prepare your delegation. Speakers, partners and delegations who

wish to take a larger part in the week are welcome at

WSU27@W-S-U.org.

What remains to be announced
The speakers, the detailed program and session titles, the partners of

the Summit, and the opening of registration with its rates. Each is

published on W-S-U.org as it is confirmed.

A welcome on the terrace
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TAKE  YOUR  SEAT

STRATEGIC PARTNER

The World
Universities
Foundation is the
strategic partner of
WSU.

7 to 12
November 2027

1,000+
Founding Delegates

1
table for every
university

T H E  I N V I T A T I O N

TAKE YOUR SEAT AT WSU27
The universities of the world meet in Antalya, Türkiye,
from 7 to 12 November 2027, to adopt together what they
have built through the year. Take your seat among the
Founding Delegates of the World Summit on Universities.

Founding Delegates
Presidents, rectors,
vice-chancellors and
leaders of universities
of every type and
region.

Organizations
Ministries, councils,
associations and
networks of
universities, and their
leaders.

Partners and speakers
Institutions, companies,
authors and thinkers
who wish to take part in
the week.

REQUEST YOUR PLACE
W-S-U.org/WSU27-Join
or contact WSU27@W-S-U.org

Scan the code or open the link. Every request receives

a personal reply.

The close of a summit
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RE-IMAGINE UNIVERSITY
The World Summit on Universities 2027

7  T O  1 2  N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 7
NEST Convention Center, Belek, Antalya, Türkiye

Take your seat at WSU27
Request your place among the Founding Delegates,
7 to 12 November 2027.

W-S-U.org/WSU27-Join or WSU27@W-S-U.org

Convened by the

World Summit on Universities

Strategic partner

World Universities Foundation
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